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they have to carry through years. A little more optimism
would enable us to take a more rosy view of life, and fit
us better to fight the thousand and one difficulties which

beset the path of a normal human being-----It is a fashion

to decry the gaiety of the West/ He endorses the verdict
of an American that 'India requires more laughter'. It
is perhaps this undemonstrative idiosyncrasy, coupled
with a priori reflections on Hindu dogmas, which has led
to the belief prevalent in the West that the Hindu religion
is pessimistic. That, if the present writer may express a
personal opinion, is profoundly untrue. It is a matter of
self-expression. Where a European crowd is boisterously
happy, an Indian crowd is placidly content. Where a
European crowd abandons itself to sheer enjoyment, there
is lurking in the back of the mind of an Indian crowd
that sense of dignity which makes it also indecorous to
be undignified. Passion obliterates reason. An Indian
crowd, roused to passion, throws decorum to the winds,
and will go to lengths seldom reached in Europe, at any
rate in the West. But so long as reason keeps her seat,
laughter in India seldom goes beyond a smile.

V

Meanwhile the Viceroy, Lord Reading, had come and
gone. Viceregal visits, except in one respect, are very
much alike, and the hospitality usual on such occasions
was offered. The customary ceremonial visits, arena
sports which included wrestling, ram, buffalo, and elephant
fights, and acrobatic feats, and a garden-party filled the
days. When there is any institution ready for the laying of
a foundation-stone or for the opening, it is not unusual to
invite the Viceroy to take the leading part, and on this
occasion Lord Reading laid the foundation-stone of the
new Science Institute in the grounds of Baroda College.
The object was not unworthy of the occasion. The Maha-